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Travelling to an EU country or Northern Ireland with your dog, cat or ferret from 1st January 2021: 

You can no longer use a pet passport issued in Great Britain (England, Wales and Scotland) for travel 
to an EU country or Northern Ireland. You can still use a pet passport issued in an EU country or Northern 
Ireland.

Checklist: 

You will need the following when travelling to an EU country or Northern Ireland: 

● a microchip. Pets must have a microchip before (or it must be implanted at the same time) as a 
rabies vaccination. 

● a valid rabies vaccination. Pets must be 12 weeks old before they can receive their primary 
rabies vaccination. You must wait 21 days before you can travel after a pet’s first rabies 
vaccination

● an animal health certificate unless you have a pet passport issued in an EU country or Northern 
Ireland

● Tapeworm treatment for dogs if you’re travelling directly to Finland, Ireland, Northern Ireland, 
Norway or Malta. The treatment must have been given no less than 24 hours and no more than 
120 hours (5 days) before you arrive. It must be approved for use in the country it’s being given in 
and contain praziquantel or an equivalent proven to be effective against the Echinococcus 
multilocularis tapeworm

Repeat trips to an EU country or Northern Ireland

Your pet will need a new animal health certificate for each trip to an EU country or Northern Ireland. Your 
pet will not need a repeat rabies vaccination so long as it’s rabies vaccinations are up to date.
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Tapeworming treatment on return to Great Britain:

You do not need to treat your dog for tapeworm if you’re coming directly to Great Britain from Finland, 
Ireland, Northern Ireland, Malta or Norway. When returning from any other EU country, a vet must treat 
your dog for tapeworm and record it in the pet passport or health certificate every time you want to bring it 
to Great Britain (England, Wales and Scotland).

The treatment must have been given no less than 24 hours and no more than 120 hours (5 days) before 
you enter Great Britain. Your dog can be refused entry or put into quarantine if you do not follow this rule.

Animal Health Certificates: 

You must take your pet to your vet to get an animal health certificate. You need to do this no more than 
10 days before you travel. The certificate needs to be signed by an ‘official veterinarian’ (OV). The cost 
of an Animal Health Certificate is £150.00. Additional dogs, cats & ferrets (up to five in total) can travel on 
the same AHC at a cost of £25 per pet. This price is in addition to a rabies vaccination.

We ask that you leave your pet’s rabies vaccination and proof of identity (ie passport or vaccination card 
with rabies entry) with us prior to your appointment to allow the vets time to prepare the AHC documents 
ahead of your final appointment. When making the appointment, we need to know destination, planned 
date of departure and duration of stay. 

Your pet’s animal health certificate will be valid after the date of issue for:

● 10 days for entry into the EU or Northern Ireland

● 4 months for onward travel within the EU

● 4 months for re-entry to Great Britain

Your pet will need a new animal health certificate for each trip to an EU country or Northern Ireland from 
Great Britain. 
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Travelling to a non-EU country

If you’re travelling to a non-EU country, you’ll need to get an export health certificate (EHC). You’ll also 
need to complete an export application form (EXA) if you’re in England, Scotland or Wales.

The export health certificate and the export application form for each country and pet will tell you how to 
apply.

An EHC checks that your pet meets the health requirements of the country you’re travelling to.

You must nominate an official vet who will be sent the EHC. They’ll check your pet has met the correct 
health and identification requirements before you travel.

Check the rules of the country you’re travelling to for any additional restrictions or requirements before 
you travel.

For more information, please visit: 

https://www.gov.uk/taking-your-pet-abroad


